IX, ExtraBs of federal Letters from Mr. Edward 
Lhwyd, (M. A!) late JKjeper of the Aflimolean 
Mufcsm. in Oxford, to Dr. Rich* Richardfon, 
(Af. D.) of North Bierly in Yorkfliirej contain - 
tng OhferVations in Natural Hiftory and Antiqui¬ 
ties^ made in his Travels thro ’ Wales and Scot*’ 
land. Communicated by Dr. Hans Sloane, % S, 
Seer. 


Oxford , Novetnb; 24. 1 696. 

T HE next Day after we parted [at Kapel King 1 
I found plenty of the Bijiorta, and the Najiurtium 
petraum of fobnfon, and I think a new Plant in the final! 
Lake of Phymton ZJr'ech, where the Subularia grew. I 
Pent Roots of the Brfiorta and Najhtrtium, both to the 
D. of Beaufort's and to this Phyfic Garden 5 hut whether 
they live or no I know not, having not been j et in 
Mr. Bobart' s Garden. , I met with fever a 1 rare Plants in 
other Places 5 as Ecbium mtarimm J; B, Afparagus fylvefir. 
Eruca marina 5 Erttca fylvejlris l act mat a lute a 5 Dulcamara 
marina ^Tithymalus mar it. Beta marina t, &c in Gaernar - 
van/hire and Angle fey : ilnd in MeirionydhfPm I found 
good ftore of our Snowdon Plants at Kader Idris , and 
Baljamina lutea in the High Hoad near a Place called 
Capel Begla In South W..les I found feveral Plants com¬ 
mon, which I had never feen in North Wales 5 fuch as 
Eruca Jylveflrir , common on the Wal's of their Towns 
and Cafiles $ Afpknium f. Ceterach Ofjicin. Centaureum In - 
teum perfoliatumy, JLinftm fylvejlre 5 * Fagus f 8sc. in Pern- 

brefafhire 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 



www.jstor.org 






( 94 ) 

broUhm: I met with two, which I fufpeQ: for new, 
viz. a Tripolitan , and an Anthyllis leguminofa fttpina^ fore 

cocci ties. 

Amongfl: fevera! others, I found one large Cryftal a- 
bo vQ.Pbpmon TJrkh about 7 Inches long, and as thick as 
my Wrilh In Monmouth(hire I met with large petrifyed 
Vertebra , and fome few form’d Stones in each County : 
But I employed the grearcft part of my time in copy¬ 
ing Infcrir-tionSj taking Catalogues of Wellh Manu- 
feripts, &c. 


Chef flow in Mof/mouthjhire, May 13, 1697, 

S INCE my coming from Oxford , I fpent 3 or 4 Days 
in rhe Coal-Pits of the To'reft of Dean $ where I 
found (I think) all your Capillaries, befides fome other 
new Plants, three or four whereof are here figured 5 
together with two Species of AJlropodium gather’d on 
the Severn Shoar, the only Rarities of the kind, I fup- 
pofe, that have been difcover’d. • I doubt not but (as 
you fa\) the Coal Plants have been obferved by the 
Workmen long fince, tho’ they e(caned the Notice of 
Natura'ifts, who till this la ft Centnry contented them- 
felves with bare reading and feribiing Paper. I find it 
well known to all our Country Colliers by the Name of 
Carr eg Redjnog, i. e. the Ferny Stone y and one Mr Wil¬ 
liams, Archdeacon of Cardigan., who is a PerfOn very 
curious and ingenious, told me be had obferved much 
finer Patterns 25 Years fince in the Coal Pits of Glamor - 
gar.fire than fome that I (hewed him. The whole 
Brake n that •Kirkmm mentioned was a noble Curiofity : 
We law none fuch in the Foreft * tho’ we found them 
much larger than thofe you. feat. The Stalks of Fern 
and Hartstongue I think we often met with, but cannot 
fay we fa w any Roots. Indeed I know not well whe¬ 
ther 
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ther the Impreffions of the Stalks might be eafily diftin- 
guiih’d from tbofe of the Roots. We alfo often met 
with the membranaceous fubfkance of Leaves 5 and per* 
haps one or two of thefe Figures I fend j ou are the re- 
prefentations of fome Flowers. 

TAB. I. Fig. 1. Aftropodwm furcatam : five (lella ma¬ 
rina Magellanic<z Radii iapidei. 

Fig. 2. Ajlropodians ramttlofim: five / arborefeentis 
Virgultum lapideum. 

Fig. 3 Hexapetalon carbonarium. 

Fig. 4. Radiatula, See. An Flos cnjufdam Chryfanthemi P 
Fig. 5. PhyHitis trifolia. 

Fig. 6. Abietis , an potius Lycopodi] cujufdam ramttlm P 


Narberthy Pembrokfinre, June 19. 1698. 

I Have been very inquifitive about Coyns of the Princes 
of Wales fince I began this Undertaking, but could, 
never lee one of them , tho' the Bifhop of Bangor (who 
is very well skill’d in Britifh Antiquities) told me a Re¬ 
lation of his kept one of Lhymlyn ’ab lorvcerthy who was 
cotemporary with Richard 1 and K.. John, in his Pocket 
feveral Years, and {hewed it many of the Bifhops Ac¬ 
quaintance, frill living, who confirm it. By the Princes- 
of Wales I underhand the Britifh Princes from K. Kad- 
maladr about the Year 600. to the la ft Prince LLmvdyn 
ap Gruffydh about the Year 1280. I have found feveral 
of the more ancient Britifi) Coyns ^ whereof you fee di¬ 
vers Figures in Camden. My Friend hit Hicholfon quotes 
Cafitr for the Britons having no Coyns5 whereas on tho 
contrary C<e far’s Words are, Nn/nmo ntuntur parvo et cento ;■ 
Nor can I fee any reafon to doubt of Britifi) Coyns of 
all forts of Metal, till he or fome other inform wbofe 
Coyns thofe are which Mr Camden and other Writers- 
*ake to be Britifh «. 



The Druid Beads are generally Gla& Since the laft 
Edition of Camden I have meet with 2 or j of them, 
that had a Snake manifeftiy painted round them: So 
that I take it for granted, the Ova Anguina of the Britijh 
Druids were thefe Glafs Beads 5 tho* thofe of the Gattlijh 
were the Shells of the Echini orbiculati laticlavij- 


Hay in Brecon, Sept. 19. 1698. 

W E fearehed this Summer the high Mountain by 
Brscnock, called T Vatin uvrch deni, but found 
nothing in it new, nor any great variety of rare Plants. 
The mod choice were Sedrnt Alpinwn ericozdes , in abun¬ 
dance ; Argemone luted 3 Rhodta Radix ; Mufcus cupref- 
fiformk , and about half a dozen more of the common 
Snowdon Plants. Lyfimachia Qhantancrion diUa is a com¬ 
mon Plant (by the Name of hhyjidr Milm, i. e. Herb a 
militarist in the Meadows through all the upper Parts 
of this County. We alfo met with S or bus legitima and 
Sorbus tormindh ("grown to as great a height as the Or- 
»».0 neither of which had ever occur’d before in Wales. 
But of all thefe Topical Plants I was furprifed at none 
fo much as the Capillus Veneris verus growing very plen¬ 
tifully out of a marly Incrustation, both at Barry lihnd 
and P srtb King in Glamorganshire, and out of no other 
Matter 3 and alfo that Gnaphalium tnajtts Americannm 
fhould grow on the Banks of Rymny River (which runs 
^together over Iron Stone) for the fpace of at Jeaft 12 
Miles, beginning near the Fountain-head in a Mountain 
of this County; and yet not a Plant of it to be feen 
elfewhere throughout Wales. In a great Lake called 
Lhyv Savadhan I found a pellucid Plant I had never met 
with before;- The Leaves are extraordinary thin and 
transparent, in form not unlike imall Dock Leases; but 
the middle Rib is continued beyond the exfremi'-'y, fo 
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that each Leaf has a foft Prickle at the end: By which 
Note I hope you will be able to tell me what it is. We 
found there alfo the Hipparis faxea, and two elegant 
forts of fmall Leeches, which I fuppofe not defcrib’d. 

The Limeftone of this County affords fmall Qloffopetr<c 
and Siliqaafira $ but they are but very fcarce in compa- 
rifon of the quantity found in Oxfordshire, Northampton- 
J hire , Be ks, 8cc. The mod confiderable Rarities it affords 
are Fayrie Caufway f, which l call fo in imitation of their 
Giants Caufway in Ireland , ft liceat magnis componere parva: 
for whereas (heirs may be half a Mile long j ours feldom 
exceed 3 Foot, Our Lime Quarries yield two or three 
Bodies congenerous with it, tho’ of a very different 
Form 5 and perhaps all may be referable to the Coral¬ 
line Claffe, which is the flcond in my Catalogue. 

TABi I. Fig. 7. A green Adders Bead, adorn’d with 
Snakes Skeleton’s of a Citrine colour. 

Fig. 8. A black Adders Bead, adorn’d with 9 fmall 
Snakes or cornua Ammonis of a whirilh blew. 

Fig. 9. An Adders Bead refembling Cherry-tree Gum,, 
adorn’d with a Snake chequer’d of blew and white. 


hiniithgovt in Scotland, Decetrsb. 17. 1699. 


I N this Kingdom our Travels in the High-Lands were 
1 through Cantire, Argyle, and Lorn , befide the lfles of 
Mac y Chormie, Mai, and y Columb Ktl $ . and in the 
Low-Lands through Glafgow , Sterling, and Edenhrough 
In ' he High-Lands- we found the People every where 
civil enough 5 and bad doubtleis fped better as to our 
Enquiries, had we had the Language more perfeft. 

We met Uh feveral Infcriptions, but none of them 
Romm, nor n.deed ancient: However, we copied all 
we met of Two hundred Years Handing, &c. for the 

O fake 
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fake of the Orthography of the Irifh Names, which are 
writ differently from what is now ufual. 

We alfo took Figures of fome Variety of their Broaches , 
or Silver and Brafs Fibula ufed by the Women to clafp 
their Ktleriv, sl Garment anfwering our Nightrails. 

But what we were mod diverted with, was their 
Variety of Amulets $ many of which (if not all) were 
certainly ufed by the Druids, and fo have been hand¬ 
ed down from Parents to Children ever fince. Some of 
thefe may be render’d in Englijh , I. Snake-button. 2. 
Coch^hyee Stone. 3. Toad-Jione. 4. Snail-Jlone. 5. Mole- 
fione. 6. Shomr-jlone } and 7. Elf-arrove. 

1. The Snake-but ton is the fame defcribed in the Notes 
on Denbighjhlre in Camden , by the Nameof Adder-Beads: 
But there are of thefe great Variety, as to Colonr and 
Ornament^ infomuch, that betwixt Wales and the High- 
Lands, I have feen at leaft fifty differences of them. 
In Ireland , though they are tenacious enough of all old 
Cuftoms, I could hear nothing of them : So I conclude, 
that either the lrip) had no Druids , or that their want 
of Snakes fruftrated their advancing that Impofture a- 
mongft the People : But there were but a few Places 
where we inquired ; and perhaps we may hereafter hear 
of them in other Parts of that Kingdom. Not only the 
Vulgar, but even Gentlemen of good Education 
throughout all Scotland , are fully perfwaded the Snakes 
make them, though they are as plain Glafs as any in 
a Bottle. 

2. The Cock-knee Stone is an Echmites pile ai us minor , 
of Flint} which they firmly believe to be fometimes 
found in the Knees of old Cock} and a Fellow in Mul 
protefted to me (though I was never the nearer believ¬ 
ing him) that he had with his own Hands taken one of 
them out of a Cock’s Knee } and named two or three 
ethers, who had done the like. 


5. The 
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p. The Toad-jlone is feme Peble, remarkable lor its 
Shape and fometimes variety of Colours. This is pre¬ 
fumed to prevent the burning of a Houfe, and the link¬ 
ing of a Boat: And if a Commander in the Field has 
one of them about him, he wili either be fure to win 
the Day, or all his Men (hall fairly dye on the 
(pot: 

4. The Smil-ftone is a ftnall hollow Cilinder of blue 
Glafs, compofed of four or five Annulets : So that as 
to Form and Size it refembles a midling Entrochus. 
This, amongft others of its myfterious Virtues, cures 
Sore Eyes. 

5. The Mole-Jloftes are Rings of blue Glafs, annulated 
as the aforefaid Snail Stones. 

6. They have the OmbrU pellucid ("which are Cryftal 
Balls, or Hemilpheres, or depreffed Ovals) in great E~ 
fteem for curing of Cattle 5 and fome on May Day put 
them into a Tub of Water, and befprinkle all their Cattle 
with that Water, to prevent being Elf*ftruck, bewitch’d, 
&c , And 

7. As to this Elf-fine king, their Opinion is, that the 
Fairies (having not much Power themfelves to hurt A- 
nimal Bodies; do fometimes carry away Men in the Air, 
and furnifbing them with Bows and Arrows, employ 
them to (hoot Men, Cattle, dv. I-doubt nor but you 
have often feen of thofe Arrow-Heads they aferibe to 
Elf's or Fairies : They are juft the fame chip’d Flints the 
Natives of New England head their Arrows with at this 
Day ; and there are alfo fevera! Stone Hatchets found in 
this Kingdom, not unlike thofe of the Americans. I 
never heard of thefe Arrow-heads nor Hatchets in Wales 3 
and therefore would gl ,d!y be informed whether you 
have ever heard of their being found in England. Thefe 
Elf Arrow-heads have hot been idea as Amulets above 
thirty or forty Tears 3 but the ufe of the reft is imme¬ 
morial : Whence 1 gather they were not invented for 

© 3 Charms, 
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Charms, but were once ufed in fhooting here, as they 
are dill in America. The mod Curious, as well as the 
Vulgar throughout this Country, are fatisfied they often 
drop out of the Air, being thot by Fairies, and relate 
many Inftances of it; but for my part I mud crave 
leave to fufpend my Faith, untill I lee one of them 
defcend. 

Near Glafcorv we found two Foflils toto genere new : 
One refembling fmall Joynts of a Lobder’s Arm, but 
much longer , the other fomewhat like large Glojfopetr 
or perhaps like the Macro of a Pinna marina. Thefe 
figur’d Stones are found there in an Iron done, though 
1 never law them in that kind of Matter in Wales. We 
lound both Shells and Entrochi gone off to that Sub- 
dance, having changed their Matter and much of their 
Shape. 

Near the fame Town fearching for thefe Foflils, I 
found in the middot the Lime-done fome Cochliu com¬ 
pos’d of Flint i but Con chi to; of Spar, gone off to far 
from the fhape of Shells, as hardly to be known, were 
it not from others in the fame Place retainingtheir Shape 
more entirely. 

The Principal of the College fhew’d us Stones, he had 
lately procured for the Library $ having Roman Infcrip- 
tions. Thefe we copied, and feveral others elfewhere 
of the fame Date^ wnereof feme are printed in Camden 
(tbo’ not very correctly) and others not yet publifh’d. 
They keep thefe Stones at Glafcow very carefully in the 
Library 5 and the Principal was daily expecting two or 
three more that had been promifed him. 

Mr. Southerland gave me Specimens of the Cham£peri' 
cljmenttm, Adianihum acrojlieon , and Pyrola Alfines /lore 
Europxa. I had nothing for him in exchange, but Sam¬ 
ples of the Vitis ld#a foljs Mjrtinis crifpk Meretti, to¬ 
gether with fome of the Berries. This 1 found plenti¬ 
fully icr tome Miles together in that —- and of Mul, 

next 
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next to Ey Cohrnb Kit. ’Tis very different fVom the 
common Vitis Idsa fempervirens f rutin rubro 5 being a lar¬ 
ger Plant, much more branched 5 the Leaves of a crips’d 
Surface, and the Berries (which as they told me it retains 
all the Year) liker unto thofe of Holly. Going up one of 
the high Hills of Mu l we found Rhodia Radix ^ Pes Cati 5 
Cotyledon hirft. Vaccinia rubra $ Sedan/ Alp. trifido folio •, 
and (which * had never fe^n grow fpontaneouily) Al- 
ckimilla JtjAna quinquefolia. We found in this I (land a 
curious Eucus arboreus with a ruffl’d Stalk, whereof we 
took a Figure. 


X. An Abridgement of a Book, intitPd , A Defcription 
of the (plague } winch happened in the Royal City of 
Dantzick, in the Year 1709. Written in High- 
Dutch by Dr. John Chriftoph. Gottwald, and 
Communicated by Dr. Joh. Phil. Breyiiius, as the 
bejl Account of that Difiemper there PubhfJAd. Tran - 
fluted by C. J. Spregnell, M. D. 

PART. I. Containing an Hi for seal Relation of the Plague. 

r ~w~^ HIS dangerous and pernicious Diftemper has now 
I reign’d for Lome Years in many Cities, Towns, 
and Villages of "the Kingdom of Poland , where it has 
fwept away a vaft Nhmber of Inhabitants, and has even 
left fome Places quite defolate. As I have been credibly 
inform’d, it fir ft began near Pinczow or Pik&orv in the 
Year 1702* foon after the unfortunate Battle between the 
Saxons and Swedes. The next Year it appear’d here and 
there towards Cracow and Buffia, arid had already caufed 
great Mortality near the Hungarian Mountains, called 
Crap uk. till it went Eaftward to the Upper Volhima , 
and again Weftward to Lemberg. 



